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MANCHESTER UNITED MISSING X-FACTOR
AT OLD TRAFFORD SANS FANS: SOLSKJAER

NEW ZEALAND PACER LOCKIE FERGUSON IS
EAGER TO RESUME STALLED TEST CAREER

Paris: Leaders Paris St Germain wasted a
two-goal halftime lead as they lost 3-2 at
Monaco in Ligue 1 on Friday ahead of a
crucial Champions League game against
RB Leipzig. Kylian Mbappe’s double was
cancelled out by two goals from Kevin
Volland before Cesc Fabregas gave the
hosts all three points with a penalty six
minutes from time. Monaco are now
second in the standings with 20 points
from 11 games, four behind PSG , who host
Leipzig in Group H on Tuesday trailing the
German side and Manchester United by
three points.

Arteta furious after Arsenal training
ground bust-up leaked to
media: Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta may
have improved the club’s defence to
concede fewer goals but he now has the
task of plugging a leak at his club after a
clash between team mates in training was
reported by the media in vivid detail.
British media reports said defender David
Luiz and midfielder Dani Ceballos had
clashed in a training session following a
late challenge earlier this week, with Luiz
drawing blood after hitting Ceballos in the
face.

Gangjee at Tied-49th in Japan: Rahil
Gangjee staged a superb comeback on his
back-nine to card an even par 71 in the
third round of the Dunlop Phoenix Open at
Miyazaki in Japan. Gangjee now has
rounds of 71-72-71 and at one-over for 54
holes and he is Tied-49th in only his se-
cond event in Japan in 2020. Former world
No. 1 amateur, Takumi Kanaya shot a third
straight round in 60s and moved into sole
third place. Kanaya is one shot behind
co-leaders, Tomoharu Otsuki (66) and
Tomohiro Ishizaka (68), who are both at
11-under.

Shubhankar misses the cut in Joburg
Open: Indian golfer Shubhankar Sharma
missed his first 36-hole cut in eight
starts as he exited early at the Joburg
Open, a tournament he won when it was
last played in November, 2017. Following
Sharma's triumph in 2017, the event did
not take place in 2018 and 2019. After a
first round 76, he struggled in the second
to 8-over 79. Jacques Blaauw of South
Africa, with a round of 66-63 at 13-under
led by one over fellow South African
Wilco Nienaber (63-67) who was 12-
under. AGENCIES

FOOTBALL: ISL: FC Goa vs Bengaluru FC,
7.30 pm (Star Sports 2); EPL: Fulham vs
Everton, 5.30 pm; Sheffield Utd vs West
Ham, 7.30 pm; Leeds Utd vs Arsenal, 10
pm; Liverpool vs Leicester, 12.45 am
Monday (Star Sports Select 2); SERIE A:
Inter Milan vs Torino, 7.30 pm; Napoli vs
AC Milan, 1.15 am Monday (Sony Ten)
TENNIS: ATP Finals: Finals, 11.30 pm 
(Sony Six)

GALLERY

PSG squander two-goal
lead to lose in Monaco

ACTION TODAY

Hyderabad: Hyderabad FC is
set to kick off  their second ISL
season on Monday, taking on
Odisha FC at GMC Stadium,
Goa.

Having completely revam-
ped their squad and appointed
a new coach, the team will aim
at a better performance this
season as compared to the

2019-20 season, in which they
finished at the bottom of  the
league table, recording just
two wins.

Due to the Covid-19 pande-
mic, the entire 2020-21 ISL sea-
son will be played in a bio-
bubble in Goa. Tilak Maidan
will serve as the home stadi-
um for Hyderabad FC.

Discussing the shortened
pre-season, Manolo Marquez,
head coach, said, “It’s very dif-
ficult to build a new team with
a lot of  new players and a
short pre-season. There are
players from all parts of  the
world and across India. They
have never played together.
We had only 4 weeks to train.”

Hyderabad FC winger Ha-
licharan Narzary said, “De-
spite the short pre-season, we
are using all the time we can

for practice. It’s difficult in the
bio-bubble. In the early days,
we couldn’t practice together.
We can’t meet anyone except
during practice and meals but
the preparations are going
well.”

Dimple Bhagat and Fran
Sandaza are set to miss the
first match due to injury. Mar-
quez remarked, “I think it’s
the normal situation now. In-

juries can be a big problem for
all teams this season.”

Talking about the young
players at the club, Marquez
said, “For me, if  the young pla-
yers can continue, Hyderabad
FC can be a good team in the
future. We have many quality
young players. They will play
more games than people
think. They will play an im-
portant role this season.”

As part of  their prepara-
tion, the team played against
Kerala Blasters, Bengaluru
FC, FC Goa and NorthEast
United in pre-season games.

Former Hyderabad FC pla-
yer Marcelinho will lead the
attack for Hyderabad FC’s
first opponent, Odisha FC,
who have appointed the 67-ye-
ar-old Stuart Baxter as their
new head coach.

The sophomore
season: 2nd time

the charm for HFC?
Aditya.Singh @timesgroup.com

Sydney: Virat Kohli is more than hundred per-
cent charged up every time he ta-
kes the field and the Australian te-
am is preparing in equal measure
to counter the threat posed by the
Indian captain, said all-rounder
Marcus Stoinis. Kohli, who is hea-
ding family way in January, will be

returning after playing the six white ball games
and the opening day/night Test scheduled in Ade-
laide. “Don't worry about Virat. He is up for every
single game that he's playing. Yeah, maybe there
will be extra motivation, but I don't think there's
any extra motivation than 110 percent,” Stoinis
was quoted as saying by ESPNcricinfo. “So let's
see. I am sure he (Kohli) will be ready to go. He is
getting home for the birth of  his kid, which is the
right decision in my opinion. So I am sure he will
be extra motivated.”

Stoinis said that coach Justin Langer and his
men will have foolproof  strategy to counter the In-
dia skipper, who is in a league of  his own when it
comes to white-ball cricket. “We've definitely got
our strategies, we've had things that have worked
in the past, and at other times the same plans ha-
ven't worked and he's made some runs.

“Obviously, he (Kohli) is a great player, and to
all these good players, you do what you want to do,
you have your plans, and on the day, you get extra
competitive and you hope it all falls in your side of
the court.”

On the personal front, Stoinis scored 352 runs
and took 13 wickets for Delhi Capitals in the IPL
and wants to replicate that performance against
India. “I will hopefully continue to bring that form
into the summer, but there's nothing really too dif-

ferent (that I have been doing),.” he said

Ponting back with Aussie team after IPL
Less than a fortnight after he led Delhi Capitals to
the final of  the Indian Premier League (IPL) as co-
ach of  the franchise, Ricky Pon-
ting is already back at the nets gu-
iding the Justin Langer-coached
Australian cricket team inside
their Sydney quarantine hub.
The former Australia captain has
not wasted time and is working
right from the start of  the session to the end of  it,
throwing balls at the nets and guiding the players
ahead of  their white ball series against India that
begins on November 27. "Ponting is in the hub and
quarantine, he is so generous with his time. He
has thrown ball right from the start of  the ses-
sions to the end of  the sessions and he probably
gets a little tired, then he has a few anti-inflamma-
tories and then goes to bed," said Australian all-ro-
under Marcus Stoinis on Saturday.

Stoinis as a player, and Ponting as coach, had
combined to take Delhi Capitals to the final of  the
IPL earlier this month. The Australian all-roun-
der said he got plenty of  confidence and backing
from Ponting.

"He is as good as it gets, not just as a player. We
all have heard stories how good he is. When you
get to know him as a person, you understand why
he is so good and why he was so good as a player.
The confidence he instils in you. The way he takes
to you he is as good as it gets," explained Stoinis ad-
ding that Ponting's biggest strength as a coach is
that he does not unnecessarily tinker with your
style of  play. AGENCIES

Motivation has never been 
a problem for Kohli: Stoinis

At the end of  the first half  at Goa’s
Tilak Maidan on Saturday, hea-
vyweights Mumbai City FC we-

re well ahead of  their opponents
NorthEast United FC on all counts,
except one, in their campaign opener
of  Indian Super League season 7. De-
fensive midfielder Ahmed Jahouh’s
moment of  madness two minutes
from the breather meant the Highlan-
ders went into the half-time with a
man advantage. This proved to be the
single most important incident that
undid the otherwise good showing by
Sergio Lobera’s well-knit unit as 10-
man Mumbai went down 0-1 to Gerard
Nus’ young and comparatively inex-
perienced team after Kwesi Appiah
converted from the spot.

Just two minutes into the second
half, NothEast defender Dylan Fox’s
header off  a Luis Machado centre
from left was handled by Mumbai’s
midfield marshal Rowllin Borges’ left
arm near the far post. Referee R Ven-
katesh was spot on to award NorthE-
ast a deserving penalty and Appiah
sent Mumbai goalkeeper Amrinder
Singh the wrong way before slotting
home from the spot.

As for Jahouh, the straight red-
card offence by the Moroccan near
the centre circle, that too when the
ball was far away from the danger
area, was unnecessary and Mumbai’s
display of  smooth passing was ham-
pered by the incident.

NEUFC shock
10-man Mumbai

Sourav.M@timesgroup.com

Panaji: This is a new era for FC Goa, an era
where their most successful coach and pla-
yers are no longer around. Instead, there is
a new crop of  players, many of  them young,
and guiding them all will be Juan Ferrando.

The Indian Super League (ISL) draw do-
es not do him any favour. He’s up against the
might of  Bengaluru FC at the Nehru Stadi-
um in Fatorda on Sunday.

The two teams have met on seven occa-
sions and records don’t favour FC Goa, ha-
ving secured their only win three years ago
at the same venue in a 4-3 thriller.

“Everyone knows that the pre-season
was very short and the big problem for us
and other teams is that all the players play-
ed last in March so it’s not possible working
like a normal team. The intensity is not so
great and it is time to pay attention to the
muscle of  the players ahead of  important
games,” Ferrando told TOI during an onli-
ne interaction on Saturday.

“This is the situation but most impor-
tant thing for us is to control the emotions
and forget the stress. We have to try to play
and game by game improve our team,” he
said.

Goa begin new era
with Bengaluru clash

Flavio.Lopes@timesgroup.com

Newcastle: Chelsea became
the seventh club to top the Pre-
mier League standings this
season after a 2-0 victory at
Newcastle United on Satur-
day courtesy of  an own goal
by Federico Fernandez and
Tammy Abraham's second-
half  effort.

Frank Lampard's side do-
minated before the break and
took the lead in the 10th minu-
te when Fernandez, under
pressure from Ben Chilwell,
turned in Mason Mount's
cross. Chelsea really should
have been out of  sight with Ti-
mo Werner guilty of  missing
some gilt-edged chances but
Newcastle came alive after
the break.

Isaac Hayden squandered
a great chance to equalise on
the hour but a few minutes la-
ter Werner burst through on
goal before passing to Abra-
ham to double Chelsea's lead.

Sean Longstaff  came close
for Newcastle when his rising
drive clipped the crossbar but
Chelsea could have scored
more with Werner having a
goal ruled out for offside.

Chelsea's third successive
league win lifted them level
on 18 points with Leicester Ci-
ty but are top thanks to a bet-
ter goal difference. Leicester

face Liverpool on Sunday.
Aston Villa and Totten-

ham Hotspur could both re-
place Chelsea at the top later
on Saturday.

After a huge investment in
the squad, Chelsea are begin-
ning to show the consistency
for a title challenge after so-
mething of  a mixed start to
the new campaign. REUTERS

Chelsea take their place at the
top with win at Newcastle

ON THE RUN: Chelsea's Tammy Abraham (left) scores his side's
second goal against Newcastle United in their Premier League match

AP

Bremen end Bayern run: Bundesliga leaders Bayern Munich
fought back to draw with Werder Bremen 1-1 as their nine-game winning
run across all competitions ended on Saturday. Maximilian Eggestein
fired Bremen ahead before the break, but the visitors were unable to
hold on for what would have been their first victory over Bayern since
2008. Leon Goretzka crossed for Kingsley Coman to equalize in the 62nd
minute. Bayer Leverkusen scored late to beat Arminia Bielefeld 2-1 and
Augsburg held Borussia Monchengladbach 1-1. AP


