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Hyderabad: Hyderabad FC goalkeeper Kamaljit
Singh is an ace shot-stopper with excellent leaders-
hip skills. The 23-year old Indian goalkeeper is the

captain of the team. A pro-
duct of the AIFF academy
in Goa, Kamaljit started
off as a central defender
before switching posi-
tions. Singh had a breakth-
rough season after he sig-
ned for FC Pune City in
2017 and moved to Hydera-
bad FC in 2019.

How did you make
the transition from defender to goalkeeper?

When I was selected to the academy as an 11-ye-
ar-old, I did not know much about football. During
the academy trials, despite not being a goalkeeper, I
gave the trial and played well. I was trained in goal-
keeping and improved a lot in the following year.
Later, I represented the country.

Having gone through all the stages in the In-
dian system, what do you make of Indian foot-
ball?

Indian football team has made a lot of progress in
the last 10 years. Indian Super League (ISL) has hel-
ped develop Indian footballers. There is work being
done at the grassroots level to develop young play-
ers, which did not happen in the past. Our FIFA rank
was around 160, but now we are near the 100 range. It
will take time to improve.

The team lost due to a penalty in the last
match. As captain, how do you deal with team
morale?

All of our players were not fit at the start of the
season. Bobo and Rafa have recovered now. Nestor
Gordillo will join the squad in December. The co-
ach has created a positive atmosphere and the te-
am will definitely give their all in the upcoming
matches. 

Do you think the team can make the top 4
and the playoff stage?

We can definitely make top four and qualify for
the playoffs. The team is yet to play 14 matches,
which means 42 points in-hand. We have 3 points
and teams with at least 30 points have qualified for
playoffs in previous seasons. If we can get 27 of the
42 points available, I am sure we will make top 4.

What has been the impact of the coach Phil
Brown? 

Brown has in-depth insights of every player.
There is mutual respect between the player and the
manager. In some teams, I have seen players come
under pressure but that is not the case at this club. 

‘ISL has helped
Indian players’ 

Aditya.Singh@timesgroup.com

Kamaljit Singh

Hyderabad: Ashwa Bahula, who fai-
led as a favourite and finished second
to Ace Ace Ace over a seven furlong

trip last time out, should make amends
in the Windscale Plate (Cat-II) 1200
metres, the main event of the races to
be held, here on Monday. 

False rails are up. First race at 1:25
p.m. 
1. Rainbows For Life Plate (Cat-III) (5-Y-O-&-over-

rated-up-to25) 1600M: 1. Silver Dollar 60, AA Vikrant

(4), 2. Withrosemakeup 60, G Singh (3), 3. Cowboys De-

light 56.5, Jitendra (5), 4. Ultimate Risk 56.5, Afroz (6), 5.

Royal Dancer 54.5, Akshay (1), 6. Ekam (Ex: New Hope)

50.5, Abhay S (2). 

1. Royal Dancer, 2. Withrosemakeup, 

3. Silver Dollar.

2. Brave Dancer Plate (Cat-II) (Maid-2-Y-O-only-

terms)) 1200M: 1. Aerial Combat 55, Akshay (8), 2.

Chuckit 55, Rafique Sk (1), 3. Days Of Reckoning 55, AA Vik-

rant (2), 4. Detonator 55, R Ajinkya (5), 5. Exponent 55, BR

Kumar (6), 6. Team Player 55, Nakhat S (7), 7. Akashima

53.5, P Ajeeth (4), 8. Turf Winner 53.5, Asbar (3). 

1. Akashmia, 2. Turf Winner, 3. Aerial Combat.

3. Amarnath Gupta Memorial Cup (Div-II) (Cat-II)

(3-Y-O-&-over-rated-up-to-40-to-65) 1100M: 1. Sita-

ra 60, Suraj (7), 2. Max 59.5, Jitendra (4), 3. Ashka Ashka

Ashka 59, P Ajeeth (8), 4. Star Envoy 58.5, Akshay (6), 5.

Nw State 57, Afroz (2), 6. Star Gazer 56.5, Bopanna (5), 7.

Giethorn 56, Kiran N (1), 8. Wah Ms Zara 53, Abhay S (3). 

1. Sitra, 2. Max, 3. Star Envoy.

4. Windscale Plate (Cat-II) (5-Y-O-&-over-rated-

up-to-60-to-85) 1200M: 1. Ambitious Approach 60,

Akshay (6), 2. Ashwa Bhaula 59, Suraj (3), 3. Thats My

Class 59, AA Vikrant (9), 4. Starlight 57.5, Kuldeep (10), 5.

Champion Bull 57, Naresh (4), 6. News O' Star 56, G Singh

(7), 7. Magicl Skill 55, Jitendra (1), 8. MR. Baahubali 54, Ki-

ran N (8), 9. Warrior Supeme 52, Rafique Sk (5), 10. Top

Link 51.5, Santosh R (11), 11. Pentagon 50.5, Afroz (2), 12.

Aragonda Princss 50, Gopal S (12). 

1. Ashwa Bahula, 2. Starlight, 

3. Ambitious Approach.

5. Original Vel V Balasubramani Meorial Cup (Cat-

II) (5-Y-O-&-over-rated-up-to-40-to-65) 1800M: 1.

Destined Dynamite 62.5, Jodha RS (7), 2. Seven Eleven

62.5, Suraj (9), 3. Actually 57, S Prakash (1), 4. Avantika 55,

Akshay (5), 5. Hope Is Eternal 53.5, P Ajeeth (6), 6. Charlie

Brown 53, Koushik (4), 7. On My Way 53, Asbar (3), 8. Vi-

jay's Empire 53, G Singh (2), 9. Valee Tiger 50, Rafique Sk

(8). 

1. Seven Eleven, 2. Actually, 3. Hope Is Eternal.

6. Blue Bird Plate (Cat-III) (3-Y-O-&-over-rated-up-

to-25) 1400M:1. Patron Saint 60, Bopanna (10), 2. Rasika

60, Kuldeep (5), 3. Royal Girl 60, G Singh (4), 4. Sheldon 60,

Santosh R (3), 5. Sun Dancer 60, Rohit K (8), 6. Fabulous

Gift 59.5, Jitendra (9), 7. Let It Be Me 59.5, R Ajinkya (7), 8.

Glendale 59, Akshay (2), 9. Golden Faraska 57.5, Rawal (6),

10. Bombastic 54, Rafique Sk (1). 

1. Glendale, 2. Sun Dancer, 3. Patron Saint.

7. Amarnathi Gupta Memorial Cup (Div-I) (Cat-II)

(3-Y-O-&-over-rated-up-to-40-to-65) 1100M: 1. Agni

60.5, Akshay (1), 2. Evon Von Brando 56.6, S Prakash (5), 3.

Happy Together 55.5, Nakhat S (3), 4. Kinonia 55.5, Afroz

(6), 5. Royal Dynamite 55, BR Kumar (8), 6. Dancing Doll

54, Suraj (2), 7. Rapid Fire 54, Abhay S (7), 8. Marvel Prin-

cess 52.5, Rawal (4).

1. Agni, 2. Dancing Doll, 3. Kionia.

8. Gorden Rouge Plate (Cat-III) (5-Y-O-&-over-ra-

ted-upto-20-to-45) 1200M: 1. Shandaar 60, Akshay

(2), 2. Rose Eternal 59, Gopal S (4), 3. Freedom Fire 58.5,

Rohit K (3), 4. Joy Of Giving 57.5, G Singh (7), 5. Semira

54.5, Aneel (6), 6. Composure 53, Nakhat S (10), 7. Limousi-

ne 53, BR Kumar (9), 8. Tammana 53, Asbar (5), 9. Vijay's

Empress 53, R Ajinkya (8), 10. Snow Cadtle 51.5, P Gaddam

(1). 

1. Shandaar, 2. Fredom Fire, 3. Joy Of Giving.

Day's Best: Agni.

Good Double: Akashmia & Sitara. 

Jackpot: 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8. Mini Jackpot: 5, 6, 7 & 8. 1st

Treble:1, 2 & 3. 2nd Treble: 3, 4 & 5. 3rd Treble: 6, 7 & 8.

Ashwa Bahula looks good for Windscale Plate
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

HYDERABAD CARD

Hyderabad: LVR Desh-
mukh-trained Lightning
Bolt, David Allan in the
saddle, won the Artillery
Cup, the feature event of the
races, here on Sunday. 
1. Cabaret Plate 1100M:Waitoma (Kiran

Naidu) 1, Lifetime 2, Elegant Stroke 3,

Cheltenham 4. Won by: Nk, 4L, Nk.

T-1:07.79s. Rs 15; 6, 5, 6. SHP: Rs 17. THP: Rs

15. Fc: Rs 31. Q: Rs 13. Tanala: Rs 139 (576).

Fav: Lifetime (D Netto).

2. Dr SR Captain Memorial Cup (Div

III) 1200M: Angel Tesoro (BR Kumar) 1,

Buzz Light Year 2, Flying Queen 3, Cover

Girl 4. Won by: 5L, SHd, 3L. T-1:14.25S. Rs

22; 7, 5, 7. SHP: Rs 15. THP: Rs 13. Fc: Rs 66.

Q: Rs 25. Tanala: Rs 233 (355). Fav: Healt-

handhappiness (Sk Waseem Ahmed).

3. Dr SR Captain Memorial Cup (Div

IV) 1200M: Flag Of Honour (Akshay Ku-

mar) 1, Maxwell 2, Promiseofhappiness 3,

Original Temptress 4. Won by: 3-1/4L, 1L,

1/2L. T-1:13.95S. Rs 13; 6, 7, 13. SHP: Rs 18.

THP: Rs 27. Fc: Rs 53. Q: Rs 21. Tanala: Rs

313 (300). Fav: Flag Of Honour (SSF Has-

san).

4. SR Captain Memorial Cup (Div II)

1200M: Stepper (G Naresh) 1, Story Teller

2, Mystery 3, Star Racer 4. Won by: 1/2L,

Hd, 3/4L. T-1:14.06S. Rs 52; 11, 7, 25. SHP:

Rs 16. THP: Rs 47. Fc: Rs 393. Q: Rs 125. Ta-

nala: Rs 5098 (14). Fav: Alliston (M Srini-

vas Reddy).

5. Silver Dagger Plate (Div II) 1600M:

Tiger Of The Sea (Surya Prakash) 1, Brave

Warrior 2, Crimson Fire 3, Super Act 4.

Won by: 3-3/4L, 1/2L, Nk. T-1:40.67S. Rs 13;

8, 9, 12. SHP: Rs 34. THP: Rs 84. Fc: Rs 104.

Q: Rs 71. Tanala: Rs 516 (111). Fav: Tiger Of

The Sea (LVR Deshmukh).

6. Artillery Cup 1600M: Lightning Bolt

(David Allan) 1, Premier Action 2, Vijays

Singham 3, Tetra Rama 4. Won by: 1L, Nk,

7-1/2L. T-1:39.32S. Rs 6; 5, 5, 5. SHP: Rs 10.

THP: Rs 16. Fc: Rs 15. Q: Rs 12. Tanala: Rs 20

(3744). Fav: Lightning Bolt (LVR Desh-

mukh).

7. SR Captain Memorial Cup (Div I)

1200M: Green Turf (AA Vikrant) 1, Air Sa-

lute 2, Bar Et Law 3, Augenstern 4. Won

by: 1L, 1L, 1L. T-1:13.88S. Rs 15; 9, 9, 8. SHP:

Rs 36. THP: Rs 22. Fc: Rs 135. Q: Rs 69. Ta-

nala: Rs 441 (233). Fav: Green Turf (SSF

Hassan).

8. Silver Dagger Plate (Div I) 1600M:

Guiding Force (Suraj Narredu) 1, Kesariya

Balam 2, Shiloh 3, Solo Winner 4. Won by:

Hd, 4-1/2L, 1/2L. T-1:40.66S. Rs 19; 9, 6, 16.

SHP: Rs 19. THP: Rs 44. Fc: Rs 49. Q: Rs 23.

Tanala: Rs 578 (168). Fav: Kesariya Balam

(KSV Prasad Raju). 

Jackpot: Rs 7041 (53). Consolation: Rs

524 (305). Mini Jackpot: Rs 631 (126).

1st Treble: Rs 307 (143). 2nd Treble: Rs

688 (49). 3rd Treble: Rs 155 (364). 

Lightning
Bolt wins

Artillery Cup
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Chennai: A couple of weeks af-
ter indicating his possible resig-
nation as Chennaiyin coach,
John Gregory was back in the hot
seat on Sunday as he addressed
the media on the eve of their cru-
cial home game against Hydera-
bad. Gregory’s comments — sta-
ting that it may be time for some-
one else to take over — had come
in the immediate aftermath of
their 0-3 defeat against Bengalu-
ru on November 10, but the Eng-
lishman has now suggested that
his reaction came in the spur of
the moment. Having had the in-
ternational break to ponder over
his future, Gregory seems up for
the challenge of reviving their
fortunes.

Chennaiyin are currently
placed at the bottom of the ISL
table, having racked up just one
point from four games. Their
profligacy up front — underlined
by the fact that they are yet to sco-
re this season — has been at the
heart of their struggles. “I was
shell-shocked after our perfor-
mance against Bengaluru. We

had a lot of chances in our two
matches at home against Mum-
bai City and ATK without mana-
ging to score. Going into the
Bengaluru game, I was relaxed
and confident that we will get a
good result. But the way we lost
hurt me more than anything. But
we have picked each other up sin-
ce then and got back to work. We
are extremely determined to get
six points from our next two ga-
mes at home, which will put us
right back in the race,” Gregory
said.

Asked whether he will defini-
tely stay on for the rest of the sea-
son, the Englishman said that

the nature of the job is such that
it comes with no guarantees. “All
I am focusing on is the game on
Monday. I talk to the owners on a
regular basis, but nothing speci-
al has been said. Since we retur-
ned from the loss to Bengaluru,
we have just focused on the game
against Hyderabad,” he added.

While Chennaiyin have been
abject so far, Hyderabad FC have
only fared marginally better. The
new side is situated at ninth in
the table with just one win from
four games. They have been pla-
gued by injuries to key players,
but coach Phil Brown is relieved
that most of the players are back.
India defender Adil Khan, howe-
ver, will be missing from action
after suffering an injury during
the World Cup qualifier against
Oman. “The biggest challenge
for all of us was in the treatment
room. We had nine players who
were injured. Around five-six of
them would have been starters in
my team at the start of the sea-
son. That lack of quality on the
pitch was probably why we have
won just one game. But our inju-
ry concerns have eased,” he said.

CFC & Gregory desperate for
a turnaround in fortunes

Vivek.Krishnan@timesgroup.com

Coach John Gregory with his players
during a training session on Sunday

C Suresh Kumar

High drama as Flamengo win 
Libertadores, thanks to Gabigol

Welshman Booed During Real’s 3-1 Win Over Sociedad 

AFP

Getty Images

DANIEL MALDINI 
CONTINUES TRADITION 
IN MILAN-NAPOLI DRAW
Daniel Maldini is continuing the family 
tradition at AC Milan as the teen son of 
club legend Paolo and 
grandson of Cesare was 
called up to the senior 
squad for the first time 
for the 1-1 Serie A draw 
against Napoli. 

AL HILAL WIN AFC 
CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
Al Hilal won the Asian 
Champions League for the first 
time on Sunday as a 2-0 win 
against Urawa Red Diamonds in 
the final’s second leg gave the 
Saudi Arabian side a 3-0 
aggregate victory over the twice 
champions from Japan.  Al Hilal 
also become the first team from 
the west of the continent to 
claim the title since Qatar’s Al 
Sadd in 2011 and the first club 
from Saudi Arabia to be crowned 
Asian champs since 2005.

VAN BASTEN RED-FACED AFTER NAZI QUIP
Former Dutch football great Marco van Basten has apologised after he was heard 
using a Nazi greeting to ridicule a Dutch television journalist’s German during an 
interview. Van Basten, 55, made the comment moments after TV presenter Hans 
Kraay’s interview in German with Heracles’ German manager Frank Wormuth. 
“Not too pretty, sieg heil, pfannkuchen (pancake),” Van Basten said, using the Nazi 
German greeting during World War II. His words unleased a Twitter storm and 
during half-time he termed it an “ill-placed joke”. “It was not my intention at all to 
shock people. I only wanted to ‘explain’ Hans’ German,” Van Basten said. AGENCIES

Lima: Gabriel Barbosa, who scored two goals in the 
last three minutes before being sent off  as Flamengo 
won the Copa Libertadores for the first time since 1981, 
is one of  the most controversial footballers in Brazil.

In a nation that loves a footballing rebel, Barbosa 
ticks all the modern boxes, with his tattoos, media-
grabbing stunts, frequent disciplinary problems and, 
most importantly of  all, his goals.

He instantly secured legendary status among Fla-
mengo fans on Saturday with his brace of  goals in the 
dying seconds that gave his club an astonishing 2-1 
win over defending champions River Plate in Lima.

No one could say that the goals – or the sending off, 
his second in two successive games and which followed 
confusing scenes after River Plate’s Exequiel Palacios 
was shown a red card in the dying seconds of  the game 
– were entirely unexpected.

The 23-year old striker joined Flamengo in January 
on loan from Inter Milan and has been one of  the reasons 
the Rio side are now just a step away from becoming only 

the second Brazilian team – and the first since Pele’s 
Santos in 1963 – to do a Libertadores and league double. 
He is the top goalscorer in both tournaments and fully 
deserving of  his nickname Gabigol – Gabi being short 
for Gabriel and Gol meaning Goal in Portuguese. How-
ever, he is almost as well known for his persona, which 
he himself  described as “marrento”, which translates 
as stubborn, uncompromising and cocky.

Barbosa, who is the boyfriend of  Neymar’s sister,  
hit the headlines with Santos in 2014 when, as a teen, 
he ended his first season as top goalscorer and then 
helped them win the Paulista state championship the 
following season. That clinched him a transfer to Inter 
but he was loaned to Benfica and then Santos. REUTERS

London: Pep Guardiola has built 
his decade of  soccer success on cre-
ating teams that dominate posses-
sion but on Saturday — for the first 
time in his career — one of  his 
teams had less of  the ball than the 
opposition.

From Barcelona to Bayern Mu-
nich and on to Manchester City, the 
‘Pep way’ has been built around an 
obsessive attention to keeping hold 
of  the ball. But on Saturday, some-
thing strange happened - his City 
side beat Chelsea in the Premier 
League without having a majority 
of  the possession.

The possession stat of  46.74 dur-
ing City’s 2-1 win was the lowest 
recorded by a side managed by 
Guardiola in any of  his 381 top-
flight matches in charge at his 
three clubs. “There is always one 
thing in your lifetime that hasn’t 
happened. It happened,” he said.

“So, OK, I have another record, 
I won one game without possession. 
They (Chelsea) are an incredible 
team with Kante, Kovacic, Jorgin-

ho, so it can happen,” he said.
Chelsea’s midfield was indeed 

impressive but Guardiola teams 
have regularly played against top-
quality mid-fields and still domi-
nated the ball. Guardiola credited 
Chelsea’s performance on the 
“courage” of  their manager Frank 
Lampard. “They are so good, they 
are an incredible team. It’s Chelsea. 
Football is becoming like this. Most 
teams and young managers have 
spirit and nothing to lose,” he said.

“I wanted to come here and be 
brave on the ball, be brave off  the 
ball,” Lampard said.

Midfielder Kevin De Bruyne, 
whose goal brought City back on 
level terms after N’Golo Kante’s 
opener before Riyad Mahrez’s 37th-
minute match-winner, said the 
game showed there was another 
way of  winning. “People expect us 
to have 70 percent possession but 
these guys have a lot of  quality,” 
said the Belgian. “It shows our 
other side – we can control the 
game while defending.” REUTERS

Madrid:  Real Madrid coach Zinedine Zi-
dane asked supporters to start backing 
Gareth Bale and move on from the club 
versus country row which led to the Wales 
forward being treated to a cacophony of  
boos in his side’s 3-1 win over Real Socie-
dad on Saturday.

The 100 million euro ($110.22 million) 
forward was booed when he came off  the 
bench in the second half  of  the Liga game 
against Sociedad at the Santiago Berna-
beu. “There is too much noise with Bale, 
he wants to be here and do as well as he 
can, that’s why we don’t want to talk too 
much about this. He is integrated into the 
group and he wants to play well, just like 
everyone else,” Zidane said.

“I hope this doesn’t continue through-
out the season. We want the fans to be with 
us from the start of  the game to the end 
but we can’t control this.”

Real had fallen behind to a Willian Jose 

strike in the second minute but Karim Ben-
zema and Federico Valverde struck either 
side of  halftime. Bale produced an admira-
ble display in the conditions. “He just needs 
to focus on working hard,” said Zidane. AFP

Three minutes, eight seconds!

Zizou makes Bale plea

381
The possession stat of 46.74 during City’s 2-1 win was 
the lowest recorded by a side managed by Guardiola in 
any of his 381 top-flight matches in charge at his three 
clubs — Barcelona, Bayern and City

PEP’S NEW WAY

FIRST COPA IN 38 YEARS
Flamengo are Brazil’s most popular club but they 
hadn’t won the Copa Libertadores since 1981 when 
Zico was wearing No. 10.

TAKE-OFF: Barbosa broke River Plate’s hearts with 
goals in the 89th minute and injury time

MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE: 
Riyad Mahrez 
scores the 
winner for City

PROTEST AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: 
Footballers, including Juve’s Dybala (in pic),
took to the pitch with a red streak on their 
cheeks as part of an initiative targeting 
domestic violence against women.

NOISE ANNOYS: Zidane wants the Real 
Madrid fans to give Gareth Bale a break

AFP

L Chaitanya Ram Prasad took five for 43 as Hyderabad mana-
ged to take 81-run first innings lead against Karnataka despite
a fighting century by L Suresh Gowda (140; 237b, 4x14, 6x2) on
the third day of the Cooch Behar Trophy match at the KSCA
Stadium in Hubli on Sunday. Hyderabad were 139 for four in
their second innings at stumps. Earlier, Karnataka, who resu-
med at 251 for five, lost the remaining five wickets for a mere
15 runs and were all out for 266. 
Brief scores: Hyderabad 347 & 139/4 (M Pratyush Kumar 59, Owais Abdul Wahed 26,

Ananth Prateek Reddy 27 no) vs Karnataka 266 all out in 79.4 overs (L Suresh Gowda

140, CN Ammanagi 40; L Chaitanya Ram Prasad 5/43, A Chandrasenreddy 3/81).

Navya clinches a double in Singapore
Navya Kanderi of Suchitra Bad-
minton Academy clinched a double
by winning the U-13 singles and
doubles titles at the Singapore
Youth International Series. The
unseeded Navya stunned fourth
seed Nisa Tanevagustin of In-
donesia as she took just 23 minutes
to take the title at 21-18, 21-13. In the
doubles final, Navya and Shriyanshi
Vailshetty defeated Sukitta Suwa-
chai and Narada Udornpim 21-18,
17-21, 21-16.

Gautam-Ranadhir win Rotary golf 
Gautham Reddy V and Ranadhir Reddy emerged winners with
42 points in the 5th Edition of Rotary Golf for Charity held at
Hyderabad Golf Club on Sunday. A total of 124 golfers took
part in the tournament.
Results:1. Gauthamn Reddy V/Ranadhir Reddy G, 2. Hardik Chawla/ Rajul Ajay, 3. Rajiv

Ratan/Sanjay V Jerrani. Longest drive: Sameer Mahendra (270 yards); Closest to pin:

M. Ramchandra Reddy.

Anuj ’tricks in Holy Family win 
Anuj scored four goals including a hat-trick to help Holy
Family Church (Trimulgherry) thrash St Joseph Cathedral 7-2
in the inaugural match of the UCCC Inter-Churches Football
Tournament. 
Results: Holy Family Church (Trimulgherry) 7 (Anuj 4, Rock 1, Camay 1) bt St Joseph

Cathedral 2 (Anthony, Francis); Hope Unlimited Church 11bt St Joseph Church

(Bolarum) 3; St Theresa Church (Sanathnagar) 3 (Ankit, Gavin, Steven) bt OLPH

Church (Bhoiguda) 2 (Angad, Theo).

Dilip-Raja clinch 30+ doubles title 
Dilip Kumar and Raja duo defeated Afroze Khan and Visakh
6-2, 6-1 in the 30 plus category final in the Asif Tennis Club
doubles tournament. 
Results (finals): 30+: Dilip Kumar/Raja bt Afroze Khan/Visakh 6-2, 6-1; 40+:

Manish/Waheed bt U Srinath/P Goutham 6-3,6-4; 50+: Anand Swaroop/TSrinivas bt

Paul Manohar/Meher Prakash 6-4, 7-6; 60+: Gajapati/Shankar bt Suresh/Dhanunjaylu

1-6,7-5,10-6; 70+: Hanumanth Rao/Surendran bt Bhaskar Rao/Krishna Kumar 9-8,

7-4. 

Bharat, Varun share lead
Barathkumar Reddy and V Varun shared the lead with 3.5
points each in the above 1400 category of Telangana State
Open prize money chess tournament. 
Important results (Rd 4 - Above 1400 category): Bharatkumar Reddy (3.5) bt

Aditya Varun (2.5), Aditya Vikas (2) lost to V Varun (3.5), Srujan Keerthan S (2) lost to

Bashiq Imrose (3), Khire Ishan (1.5) lost to Bharathakoti Sneha (3). Rd 4 (Below 1400

category): N Geethika Hasini (3) lost to Mahender B (4), Ch Nanda Sai Vinesh (3.5)

drew with P Vamshidhar Reddy (3.5), Srinandan Reddy M (3.5) drew with Ritobroto

Sen (3.5), Prashanth Kumar D (4) bt Ganesh P N V S (3). 

Huge win for Zidane FC
Zidane FC trounced Abbas Union B 18-1 in the Apollo Tyres
Hotfut Youth five-a-side Inter-Club football tournament.
U-14: USFC 8 (Aryan 5, Milid 3) bt Reeds Academy B 4 (Sunny 2, James 2); Zidane FC

18 (Saud 1, Tabish 6, Suleman 4, Zaid, 1, Farhan 3, Safean 1, Ali 2) bt Abbas Union B 1

(Qasim 1); Redds Academy A 10 (Nagaraju 2, Kshitij 2, Bhargav 5, Aryan 1) bt Abbas

Union A 4 (Imran 3, Shabbar 1); Reeds Academy A 13 (Bhargav 6, Nagaraju 3, Armann 1)

bt Abbas Union B 3 (Hasan 3); Zidane FC 8 (Tabish 6, Zaid 2,) bt Skikings FC 2 (Arjun 1,

Harsh 1), Reeds Academy B 4 (Krish 1, Kunal 1, Ishaan 2) bt Skikings FC 2 (Saharsh 1,

Kevin 1); USFC 11(Milind 6, Nehal 1, Ausuf 1, William 2) bt Rock 5 1(Ziadane 1).

U-12: Neighbourhood United 7 (Ayaan 2, Arnav 1, Karthik 1, Ayush 3) bt Skikings FC 5

(Smaran 1, Jay 1, Akarsh 1, Yagya 2); HotFut A 7 (Abhiram 2, Tarush 2, Lakshya 3) bt

HotFut B 2 (Abhijay 1, Nirmit 1) Abbas Union FC 8 (Ashgar 3, Qasim 4, Qayam 1) bt Reeds

Academy B 1(Sai), Zidane FC 10 (Ali 4, Farhan 5, Mautalib 1) bt Reeds Academy B 0;

Zidane FC 10 (Ali 4, Farhan 4, Aziz 2) bt Reeds Academy A (Pranav 2); Reeds Academy

A 3 (Dhavahas 3) HotFut B 1(Nirmit 1); HotFut A 4 (Abhiram 2, Lakshya 2) bt Skykings

FC 0; Abbas Union FC 8 (Asghar 4, Qasim 4) bt Neighbourhood United 2 (Ritwik 1,

Ayush 1). 

U-10: Reeds Academy FC 11(Saksham 3, Ashwin 4, Mokshith 1, Showrya 2, Lalith 1) bt

HotFut B 0; Abbas Union FC 10 (Hossain 2, Sujathu 5, Md Ali 2, Mujhad 1) bt HotFut B 0:

Neighbourhood United FC 2 (Aditya 2) Abbas Union FC 0; HotFut A (Sarvagya 4) bt

Neighbourhood United 3 (Aditya 2, Advith 1). 

TS fencing team for Nationals
The following players will represent Telangana in the 30th
National Senior Fencing Championship to be held in New Delhi
from Dec 23 to 26.
Team, men (foil): V Sanjeev (Medak), M Veerababu, Sagar Magar, Roopesh Magar

(Hyd); Epee: Sri Ram Arjun, Nouman Zaki, Akash Thapa, Suraj Naveen (Hyd), Sabre: Ch

Shiva Kumar (Medak), Sai Srinivas (RR), Sk Imran (Krm), Sravan Kumar (RR). Women

(foil): K Gowri, G Sireesha (RR), Sk Fourzia (Nlg), Prerana Sheetal (Hyd); Epee: Y Uma

Maheshwari (RR), L Namratha Jadhav, Sk Naziya, M Deikshitha (Hyd); Sabre: M Baby

Reddy (RR), A Shireesha (Nlg), B Sameksha, Simran Kalyani (Hyd).

Rakul buys stake in Finecab Hyderabad Strikers
Actress Rakul Preet Singh has made a foray into sports by
buying a stake in the Finecab Hyderabad Strikers team of the
Tennis Premier League (TPL). The team will be coached by
former National champion S Narendranath. Eight teams will
battle it out for the coveted trophy in the 2nd edition of the
TPL to be held in Mumbai from December 12 to 15.

New astro-turf hockey stadium at Railway grounds
Vinod Kumar Yadav, chairman of Railway Board, on Sunday
inaugurated a new State-of-the-art world class synthetic Astro
Turf Hockey Stadium at the Railway Sports Complex in Sec-
underabad. Gajanan Mallya, GM of South Central Railway,
other dignitaries, sportspersons and sports lovers of the game
were present on the occasion. 

CITY SPORT

Winners of the Rotary Golf for Charity event on Sunday

Chaitanya helps Hyd take lead 

Pune: Odisha FC’s coach
Josep Gombau stressed on
his team, building a project
on the eve of their Indian
Super League match aga-
inst table-toppers ATK. On
Sunday, even though Odis-
ha could not score at the Ba-
lewadi stadium but the qua-
lity of football was an indi-
cation of his project being
on track in the 0-0 draw.

Playing at their makes-
hift home here, Odisha we-
re comfortable with the
ball, they were building
smoothly from the back and
most importantly, there
was no panic at any point in
the young side. 

Except scoring a goal in
the first half, Odisha did
everything right. They app-
lied pressure on the opposi-
tion. ATK struggled to keep
up but somehow avoided
the blushes. The visitors’
three-man defence, was at
multiple times, challenged
by Odisha’s quick wingers
Jerry Mawihmingthanga
and Nandhakumar Sekar. 

Jerry, on the right wing,
became harder for ATK’s
left centre-half Anas Edat-
hodika to defend with each
attack. Anas, who returned
from international duty
this week, was subbed by
Antonio Habas after half-ti-
me. The winger’s pace and
movement was often cau-
sing Anas difficulty. 

Eventually, it was a
strong defensive display
from both sides in the goal-
les draw.

Odisha
manage to
hold ATK 

Kabeer.Khan
@timesgroup.com
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